
783 Hard Road, Webster, New York 14580 

Mission Statement 
St Paul’s Parish Family exists for the purpose of witnessing and proclaiming the message of Jesus Christ, that message 

proclaimed in word, worship, service:  love God, love your neighbor as yourself. 

March 29, 2026    Palm Sunday of the Passion of the Lord 

ST. PAUL’S  
CHURCH 

 

 

 

Mass Times 
Saturday at 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 
 

Daily Masses 
Monday, Tuesday, Wednesday & 

Thursday at 8:30 a.m. 

Confession 
Saturday at 2:00-3:00 p.m. 

 
 

Adoration of the Blessed  
Sacrament 

Wednesday at 9:00 a.m. 

 
 

Live Stream Mass via YouTube 
Saturday at 4:00 p.m. 

Sunday at 9:00 a.m. & 11:00 a.m. 



Parish Staff 
 
 
 

Pastor:  Fr. Paul Gitau    fr.paul.gitau@dor.org 
Deacon:  Mark Robbins  mark.robbins@dor.org 
Administrative Asst.: Jodie Hickey x21    jodie.hickey@dor.org 
Adult Faith Formation Coordinator:                                                  TBD 
Director of Faith Formation: Anselm Mesue x27                       anselm.mesue@dor.org 
Coordinator of Music:  John Gaspar                                                  john.gaspar@dor.org 
Faith Formation & Liturgy Assistant:    Helen Stirpe  x26              helen.stirpe@dor.org 
Funeral Planning: Bonnie Serio                                                          bonnie.serio@dor.org 
Facilities Manager:  Ben O’Brien x28                                                   ben.obrien@dor.org 
Finance Office:                                                                                 webironfinance@dor.org 
Finance Council Chair: Jack Black                                        blackj1969@rochester.rr.com 
Parish Council Chair: Patrice DeAngelis 
Parish Trustees: Forest Shick & George Hanley  
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Parish Office Hours  

8:00 a.m. - 12:00 p.m.  Monday-Friday 
 
Phone: 671- 2100 
Emergency Number:  369-9687 
Website:  www.stpaulsrcc.org 
Diocese of Rochester:  www.dor.org 

 February 2026 July-February 2026 

Collections $27,370 $350,576 

Donations/
other revenue 

$9,466 $45,995 

Expenses $32,286 $394,994 

Operating  
surplus/deficit 

$4,551 $1,577 

Financial Snapshot 

 
Monday, March 30 
Monday of Holy Week 
8:30A Mass 
6:00P Faith Formation Easter/
Triduum practice 
 

Tuesday, March 31 
Tuesday of Holy Week 
8:30A Mass with anointing 
9:00A Vac Pac 
12:00P Rosary Group 
6:00P Chrism Mass at Sacred 
Heart Cathedral 
 

Wednesday, April 1 
Wednesday of Holy Week 
8:30A Mass 
9:00A Adoration of the Blessed 
Sacrament 
7:00P Choir rehearsal 
 

Thursday, April 2 
Thursday of Holy Week  
(Holy Thursday) 
6:30P Mass of the Lord’s Supper 
 

Friday, April 3 
Friday of the Passion of the 
Lord (Good Friday) 
Fasting & Abstinence 
Parish Office Closed 
8:30A Stations of the Cross 
3:00P Commemoration of the 
Lord’s Passion 
 

Saturday, April 4 
Holy Saturday 
Birthday Blessing during Mass 
11:00A Blessing of Food for 
Easter 
8:00P Easter Vigil 
 

Sunday, April 5 
Easter Sunday of the Resurrec-
tion of the Lord 
No Coffee & Donut Hr. 
Birthday Blessing during  
Masses 
9:00A Mass 
11:00A Mass 
 

Let Us Pray for Those in the 
Military 

Jason Aman Josh Bartlett 

PJ Lajoie Cydney Blong 

Tom Weisenreder Michael J. Desiato 

Mason Serrano Daniel Thomas 

Andrew Zani Robert Wright 

Jay Riesenberger  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

This week the  
Sanctuary Lamp burns for  

Millie D’Antonio 
from 

Michael & Elaine 
Mosher 
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Have you ever wondered how the Palm Sunday procession came to be? Well, historians inform us that its roots date 
back to the fourth century Christian community in Jerusalem. The early Christians re-enacted the entry of Jesus into 
the city with a procession which involved the singing of songs, including the Hosanna, while waving olive and palm 
branches as they entered the city. This ceremony slowly evolved over the years and by the seventh century it became 
an elaborate liturgical rite which included the blessing of palms. In Rome, the ceremony began with a Mass and the 
blessing of palms outside of the city walls. This was followed by a procession into the city to the Lateran Basilica 
where the Pope would celebrate a second Mass.  
 

With the passing of time and the dispersion of the Palm Sunday celebration throughout the churches of Europe, the 
opening ceremony continued to evolve. While now involving only one Mass the opening ceremony included the 
blessing of palms at a chapel or holy site followed by a procession to the village Church. These prayerful processions 
often included the carrying of a crucifix, a wooden statue of Jesus on a donkey, or the Blessed Sacrament by the cele-
brating priest. As they approached the Church the congregation was greeted by a choir singing the hymn we know as 
“All Glory, Laud and Honor.” The procession into the church was preceded by the throwing of clothing, flowers, and 
palm branches onto the floor while the Church bells rang and the choir sang the Hosanna. The palms were some-
times blessed with upwards of ten different blessings. 
 

By the middles ages the beginning of Palm Sunday Mass sometimes involved a procession around the Church and its 
corresponding cemetery. With the singing of hymns the congregation would move throughout the cemetery and 
kneel at family graves. This was followed by a blessing of the cemetery by a priest and the subsequent ceremonial 
procession into the Church.  
 

Today, while many of the historical hymns and texts have been retained, the blessing of palms and ceremonial pro-
cession take place primarily within the Church itself at the beginning of Mass, as has been the tradition here at St 
Paul’s. But, while our ceremonial procession is not as elaborate as it once was, its sacred meaning remains. What our 
procession symbolizes, and what we celebrate, is the entrance of Jesus into the city of Jerusalem at the beginning of 
the Passover celebration. This was the day on which the people recognized Jesus as their King and Messiah in fulfill-
ment of Zechariah’s prophecy: “Your king comes to you, gentle and riding on a donkey” (Zech 9:9). It was also the day 
on which the Passover lambs were to be slaughtered. What we celebrate is the fact that Jesus, our Lord and King, 
freely chose to become the Passover lamb that was slaughtered for our sakes.  
 

How appropriate it is that we begin our Palm Sunday celebration with the opening Antiphon (which is then pro-
claimed in the Gospel as Jesus enters Jerusalem): “Hosanna to the Son of David, blessed is he who comes in the name 
of the Lord, the King of Israel. Hosanna in the highest.” These are the words we pray at every Mass at the beginning 
of the consecration (the Holy, Holy, Holy) as we celebrate the coming of Jesus our King into our midst, as he once 
again offers himself on the Altar as the Passover lamb who takes away the sins of the world.   
 

Palm Sunday marks the beginning of Holy Week, the final leg of our Lenten journey. While our entrance procession at 
the beginning of Mass may no longer be as elaborate as in days past, its significance remains the same as we begin to 
unfold the Paschal Mystery – the mystery of Jesus death and resurrection. Throughout the week we will have many 
opportunities to explore and immerse ourselves in the Paschal Mystery. This is especially so as we celebrate the East-
er Triduum, the three-day long liturgy that begins with the Mass of the Lord’s Supper on Holy Thursday, continues 
with the veneration of the cross on Good Friday, and culminates with the great Easter Vigil on Saturday evening.  

 

May our celebration of Holy Week unfold for us, in a very real and personal way, the Paschal mystery, the mystery of 
the death and resurrection of Jesus, our King and our Lord. 

Deacon Mark 
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Called to Share Bread for Life 
Holy Week, a sacred time in the liturgical year, invites us 
to journey with Christ through his Passion, Death and 
Resurrection. As we witness the Last Supper and Jesus' 
gift of the Eucharist, we are reminded of our call to be 
bread broken for others. Let us draw strength from the 
Bread of Life and dedicate ourselves to serving our sis-
ters and brothers who bear heavy crosses, bringing hope 
and the joy of the resurrection to the world.  Visit  
crsricebowl.org/holy-week to learn more. 

Parish Office Closed in Observance of Easter 
 

Good Friday, April 3 
 

Monday, April 6 
(Fr. Paul will celebrate daily  

Mass at 8:30 a.m.) 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Pope Leo XIV has asked our parish to support the Pontifi-
cal Good Friday Collection, which helps Christians in the 
Holy Land.  Your support is essential to help the Church 
minister in parishes, provide Catholic Schools, and offer 
religious education.  The Pontifical Good Friday Collec-
tion also helps to preserve the sacred shrines of Christi-
anity, including Jerusalem, Nazareth, and Bethlehem, to 
name only a few. 
 

When you contribute to the Pontifical Good Friday Col-
lection, you join with Catholics around he world in soli-
darity with the Church in the Holy Land. 
 

Please make checks payable to St. Paul’s Church and add 
Pontifical Good Friday Collection in the memo line.  
Thank you for your generosity. 

Holy Week at St. Paul’s 
 

Chrism Mass-March 31 at 6:00 p.m.: 
Begin Holy Week by attending the Chrism Mass at 
Sacred Heart Cathedral.  During this liturgy Bishop 
Bonnici consecrates the Holy Chrism and blesses the 
oils of the sick and catechumens used for sacraments 
throughout the year. 
 

Holy Thursday-April 2-Mass of the Lord’s  
Supper at 6:30 p.m.: 

To be people of the Eucharistic table is to be people 
willing to bend down in humble service to all.  During 
the Holy Thursday Mass we are all invited to follow 
the command of Jesus to wash each other’s feet.  If 
you will participate, please wear shoes and socks 
that are easy to remove.  Following Mass you are 
encouraged to adore the Blessed Sacrament for a 
suitable period of time.  The church will remain open 
until 9:00 p.m.  During your adoration, you may read 
the Word of God, recite the rosary or prayer or medi-
tate on the Paschal Mystery and Holy Eucharist. 
 

Good Friday-April 3:  
Stations of the Cross at 8:30 a.m.: Start Good Friday 
beginning with Stations of the Cross. A  fourteen-step 
devotion commemorating Jesus Christ's last day on 
Earth, focusing on his journey from being con-
demned to his burial.   
 

Commemoration of the Lord’s Passion at 3:00 p.m.: 
a solemn service commemorating Jesus’ crucifixion 
and death, focusing on his saving sacrifice.  

 

Holy Saturday-April 4: 
Blessing of Food for Easter at 11:00 a.m.: Bring a 
food item such as bread etc. that you will share with 
your family and friends during an Easter Meal.  Bless-
ing of the food signifies the end of the strict Lenten 
fast and to dedicate the festive meal to God.   
 

Easter Vigil at 8:00 p.m.: The premier, ancient liturgy 
celebrating the Resurrection of Jesus. It signifies the 
victory of light over darkness and life over death, in-
cluding receiving new members into the Church  

 

Easter Sunday-April 5:  
Masses at 9:00 am. & 11:00 a.m.: 

the most significant liturgical celebration in the 
Church, celebrating Jesus Christ's resurrection from 
the dead, His victory over sin, and the promise of 
eternal life.  



 Page Five St Paul’s Church, Webster, New York March 29, 2026 

From the John Walsh Library 

Bishop Barron on Original Sin 
Bishop Barron calls the start of Lent a time of spiritual 
“spring training”. It’s time to get back to fundamentals. 
 

This eBook is an edited transcript from a talk Bishop Bar-
ron gave to discuss the first reading for the first Sunday 
of Lent and has to do with the creation of human beings 
and the fall from grace in the garden. There is no better 
place to look for the fundamentals of spirituality than 
that story. 
 

The eBook has been printed out and is available on the 
eBook shelf of the periodicals rack in the library.  

St. Paul’s Lenten Soup Supper 

The Fast Life 
Fast from judging others; 

Feast on Christ dwelling in them. 
Fast from fear of illness; 

Feast on the healing power of God. 
Fast from words that pollute; 
Feast on speech that purifies. 

Fast from discontent; 
Feast on gratitude. 

Fast from anger; 
Feast on patience. 

Fast from pessimism; 
Feast on hope. 

Fast from negatives; 
Feast on encouragement. 

Fast from bitterness; 
Feast on forgiveness. 

Fast from self-concern; 
Feast on compassion. 
Fast from suspicion; 

Feast on truth. 
Fast from gossip; 

Feast on purposeful silence. 
Fast from problems that overwhelm; 

Feast on prayer that sustains. 
Fast from anxiety; 

Feast on faith. 
 

- Author Unknown 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Due to Easter Sunday, there is no Coffee & Donut Hour 
on April 5.  Coffee & Donut Hour will resume on Sun-
day, May 3rd after the 9:00 and 11:00 a.m. Masses 
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Ministry Schedule for April 4 & 5, 2026 

Due to the large amount of volunteers for the Triduum and Easter Sunday Masses the  
schedule is not posted in the bulletin this week.  Please contact the parish office if you have a 

question regarding the schedule..  Thank you for all you do for St. Paul’s! 

 

 

The CMA shortage is $20,655.  There will be a 
second collection during Masses on  

Easter Sunday. 

Goal 
$108,000 

Pledged 
$87,345.82 

%80.88 
of our goal 

Total as of: 
3/19/26 

When you give to the  
Catholic Ministries Appeal…. 

You serve people in need: through Catholic  
Charities 
 

You Provide: diocesan wide services to our parish-
es and institutions 
 

You educate: our youth in the Catholic Faith 
through parish-based Faith Formation programs, 
your, ad young adult ministries and Catholic 
schools. 
 

You support: Seminarians, Deacons & Pastoral  
Leaders 
 

You fund: The ministries of our Pope & Bishop 
 

You fund: Operations & Support Services of the  
Diocese, which in turn, strengthens our parishes 
and the diocesan Church 



Willard H. Scott
funeral home, inc.

12 South Ave., Webster

265-3640
www.willardhscott.com

Nursing Home Questions? 
Estate Planning Needs?

We can help! 
Andy & Elizabeth Randisi

Elder Law Attorneys
St. Paul’s Parishioners

(585)-248-3800
www.randisilaw.com

34th Year Parish Sponsor Johnathon A. Geer
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#1 IN REPAIRS

Ask yourself, is your repairman too
expensive, unreliable, unpredictable?

Since 1988
TOP TO BOTTOM

Expert Evaluation 
Fully Insured

Free Estimates 
Guaranteed

Senior Discount
Your Safest Choice

338-9865
For 24 Hour Emergencies,

Call 764-8204

• Insulation
• Snow & Ice
• Chimney Liners
• Basement Walls
   Painted/Repaired
• Water Proofed
• Doors, Etc.

• Gutter Cleaning
• Roofing
• Chimney
• Gutters
• Masonry
• Siding
• Carpentry

ToptoBottomRochester.com

$10 EGG COMBO 
BREAKFAST!

Egg, Potato, Toast & Coffee - Mon-Thurs 
(Except Holidays)

Must Present Coupon in Person  
(limit 1 coupon per party)

2171 West Henrietta Rd., Brighton, NY
SUNNYSFAMILYDINER.COM

Law Office Of
THOMAS J. DISALVO 

esq., p.c.
672 Ridge Road

Webster, New York 14580
	585.787.6920
Real Estate, Wills,
Powers of Attorney
Health Care Proxies

tomdisalvo@yahoo.com
www.Disalvolawoffice.com
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Mesothelioma &
Asbestos-Related

Non-Smoker’s Lung Cancer

FREE IN-HOME CONSULTATION

BelluckLaw.com
Christopher J.
Calabrese, Esq.

585-703-5903
Rochester • Local� Attorney Advertising

Contact Brett Burt
bburt@4LPi.com
(800) 950-9952 x6443



New York

CatholicMatch.com/NY

Investment Management and 
Wealth Planning

www.whitneyandcompany.com

William G. 
Shaheen, CPA 

585-232-6200

IF YOU LIVE ALONE You Need

4 Ambulance 4 Police  
4 Family 4 GPS & Fall Alert

$1995
/mo.

As Low As

md-medalert.com

MDMedAlert!™

At HOME and AWAY!

800.808.9294
CALL NOW!

All Your Professional 
Services in One Place

HVAC • Plumbing • Roofing 
Residential & Commercial

24/7 Service

Call Today at 
(585) 872-0220

	 or Visit leojroth.com 
	 For a Free Quote

LAWNCARE & FERTILIZATION • LANDSCAPE MAINTENANCE • HARDSCAPES & LANDSCAPES

Where Great
Landscapes Begin
Call Today to Schedule Your

Lawn Fertilization & Weed Control

Program & Receive Free Grub Control

(585) 872-5073
info@townandcountryent.com

townandcountryent.com

(585) 671-5180
howardhanna.com

office.webster@howardhanna.com

1930 Empire Blvd, Ste 200
Webster, NY 14580
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Richard Falvo
& Christopher Falvo

1295 Fairport
9 Mile Pt. Rd. (Rt. 250)

Webster
1395 North Goodman Street

872–1010

ALVOFUNERAL HOME INC.


